Friday, September 14"' 2012, 11:15 a.m. 



• We believe based on currently available information that the attacks in Benghazi were 
spontaneously inspired by the protests at the U.S. Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a 
direct assault against the U.S. Consulate and subsequently its annex. 

• The crowd almost certainly was a mix of individuals from across many sectors of Libyan 
society. That being said, we do know that Islamic extremists with ties to al-Qa'ida 
participated in the attack. 

• Initial press reporting linked the attack to Ansar al-Sharia. The group has since released a 
statement that its leadership did not order the attacks, but did not deny that some of its 
members were involved. Ansar al-Sharia's Facebook page aims to spread Sharia in 
Libya and emphasizes the need for jihad to counter what it views as false interpretations 
of Islam, according to an open source study. 

• The wide availability of weapons and experienced fighters in Libya almost certainly 
contribute to the lethality of the attacks. 

• Since April, there have been at least five other attacks against foreign interests in 
Benghazi by unidentified assailants, including the June attack against the British 
Ambassador's convoy. We cannot rule out the individuals has previously surveilled the 
U.S. facilities, also contributing to the efficacy of the attacks. 

• We are working w/ Libyan authorities and intelligence partners in an effort to help bring 
to justice those responsible for the deaths of U.S. citizens. 



12:23 p.m. 

• We believe based on currently available information that the attacks in Benghazi were 
spontaneously inspired by the protests at the U.S. Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a 
direct assault against the U.S. Consulate and subsequently its annex. This assessment 
may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and currently available 
information continues to be evaluated. 

• The crowd almost certainly was a mix of individuals from across many sectors of Libyan 
society. That being said, we do know that Islamic extremists with ties to al-Qa'ida 
participated in the attack. 

• Initial press reporting linked the attack to Ansar al-Sharia. The group has since released a 
statement that its leadership did not order the attacks, but did not deny that some of its 
members were involved. Ansar al-Sharia's Facebook page aims to spread Sharia in 
Libya and emphasizes the need for jihad to counter what it views as false interpretations 
of Islam, according to an open source study. 

1 



• The wide availability of weapons and experienced fighters in Libya almost certainly 
contribute to the lethality of the attacks. 

• Since April, there have been at least five other attacks against foreign interests in 
Benghazi by unidentified assailants, including the June attack against the British 
Ambassador's convoy. We cannot rule out the individuals has previously surveilled the 
U.S. facilities, also contributing to the efficacy of the attacks. 

• We are working w/ Libyan authorities and intelligence partners in an effort to help bring 
to justice those responsible for the deaths of U.S. citizens. 



4:42 p.m. 

• The We believ e based on currently available information suggests that the 
demonstrations attacks in Benghazi were spontaneously inspired by the protests at the 
U.S. Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a direct assault against the U.S. Consulate and 
subsequently its annex. This assessment may change as additional information is 
collected and analyzed and currently available information continues to be evaluated. On 
1 September we w arned of social media reports calling for a demonstration in front of 
the Embassy and thai jihadists were threatening to break into the Embassy. 

• The crowd almost certainly was a mix of individuals from across many sectors of Libyan 
society. The investigation is ongoing as to who is responsible. That being said, we do 
know that Islamic extremists with ties to al Qa'ida participated in the attack \ iolent 
demonstrations. 

• Initial press reporting linked the attack to Ansar al-Sharia. The group has since released a 
statement that its leadership did not order the attacks, but did not deny that some of its 
members were involved. Ansar al-Sharia's Facebook page aims to spread Sharia in 
Libya and emphasizes the need for jihad to counter what it views as false interpretations 
of Islam, according to an open source study. 

• The wide availability of weapons and experienced fighters in Libya almost certainly 
contribute to the lethality of the attacks. 

• The Agency has produced numerous pieces on the threat of extremists linked to al-Qa*ida 
in Benghazi and eastern Libya. These noted that, since April, there have been at least 
five other attacks against foreign interests in Benghazi by unidentified assailants, 
including the June attack against the British Ambassador's convoy. We cannot rule out 
the individuals has previously surveilled the U.S. facilities, also contributing to the 
efficacy of the attacks. 

• The U.S Government is We are working w/ Libyan authorities and intelligence partners 
in an effort to help bring to justice those responsible for the deaths of U.S. citizens. 



5:09 p.m. 



• The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were 
spontaneously inspired by the protests at the U.S. Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a 
direct assault against the U.S. Consulate and subsequently its annex. This assessment 
may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and currently available 
information continues to be evaluated. On 1 September we warned of social media 
reports calling for a demonstration in front of the Embassy and that jihadists were 
threatening to break into the Embassy. 

• The crowd almost certainly was a mix of individuals from across many sectors of Libyan 
society. The investigation is ongoing as to who is responsible for the violence. That 
being said, we do know that Islamic extremists participated in the violent demonstrations. 

• Initial press reporting linked the attack to Ansar al-Sharia. The group has since released a 
statement that its leadership did not order the attacks, but did not deny that some of its 
members were involved. Ansar al-Sharia' s Facebook page aims to spread Sharia in 
Libya and emphasizes the need for jihad to counter what it views as false interpretations 
of Islam, according to an open source study. 

• The wide availability of weapons and experienced fighters in Libya almost certainly 
contribute to the lethality of the attacks. 

• The Agency has produced numerous pieces on the threat of extremists linked to al-Qa'ida 
in Benghazi and eastern Libya. These noted that, since April, there have been at least 
five other attacks against foreign interests in Benghazi by unidentified assailants, 
including the June attack against the British Ambassador's convoy. We cannot rule out 
the individuals has previously surveilled the U.S. facilities, also contributing to the 
efficacy of the attacks. 

• The U.S. Government is working w/ Libyan authorities and intelligence partners in an 
effort to help bring to justice those responsible for the deaths of U.S. citizens. 



6:21 p.m. 
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• The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were 
spontaneously inspired by the protests at the U.S. Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a 
direct assault against the U.S. Consulate and subsequently its annex. This assessment 
may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and currently available 
information continues to be evaluated. On 10 September we warned of social media 
reports calling for a demonstration in front of the Embassy Cairo and that jihadists were 
threatening to break into the Embassy. 

• The crowd almost certainly was a mix of individuals from across many sectors of Libyan 
society. The investigation is ongoing as to who is responsible for the violence. That 
being said, we do know that Islamic extremists participated in the violent demonstrations. 

• Initial press reporting linked the attack to Ansar al-Sharia. The group has since released a 
statement that its leadership did not order the attacks, but did not deny that some of its 
members were involved. Ansar al-Sharia's Facebook page aims to spread Sharia in 
Libya and emphasizes the need for jihad to counter what it views as false interpretations 
of Islam, according to an open source study. 

• The wide availability of weapons and experienced fighters in Libya almost certainly 
contribute to the lethality of the attacks. 

• The Agency has produced numerous pieces on the threat of extremists linked to al-Qa'ida 
in Benghazi and eastern Libya. These noted that, since April, there have been at least 
five other attacks against foreign interests in Benghazi by unidentified assailants, 
including the June attack against the British Ambassador's convoy. We cannot rule out 
the individuals has previously surveilled the U.S. facilities, also contributing to the 
efficacy of the attacks. 

• The U.S. Government is working w/ Libyan authorities and intelligence partners in an 
effort to help bring to justice those responsible for the deaths of U.S. citizens. 



6:41 p.m. 

• The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were 
spontaneously inspired by the protests at the U.S. Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a 
direct assault against the U.S. Consulate and subsequently its annex. This assessment 
may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and currently available 
information continues to be evaluated. On 10 September we notified Embassy Cairo 
warned of social media reports calling for a demonstration and encouraging in front of 
th e Embassy Cairo and that jihadists were threatening to break into the Embassy. 
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• The crowd almost certainly was a mix of individuals from across many sectors of Libyan 
society. The investigation is ongoing as to who is responsible for the violence. That 
being said, we do know that Islamic extremists participated in the violent demonstrations. 

• Initial press reporting linked the attack to Ansar al-Sharia. The group has since released a 
statement that its leadership did not order the attacks, but did not deny that some of its 
members were involved. Ansar al-Sharia's Facebook page aims to spread Sharia in 
Libya and emphasizes the need for jihad to counter what it views as false interpretations 
of Islam, according to an open source study. 

• The wide availability of weapons and experienced fighters in Libya almost certainly 
contribute to the lethality of the attacks. 

• The Agency has produced numerous pieces on the threat of extremists linked to al-Qa'ida 
in Benghazi and eastern Libya. These noted that, since April, there have been at least 
five other attacks against foreign interests in Benghazi by unidentified assailants, 
including the June attack against the British Ambassador's convoy. We cannot rule out 
the individuals has previously surveilled the U.S. facilities, also contributing to the 
efficacy of the attacks. 

• The U.S. Government is working w/ Libyan authorities and intelligence partners in an 
effort to help bring to justice those responsible for the deaths of U.S. citizens. 



6:52 p.m. 

• The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were 
spontaneously inspired by the protests at the U.S. Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a 
direct assault against the U.S. Consulate and subsequently its annex. This assessment 
may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and currently available 
information continues to be evaluated. On 10 September we notified Embassy Cairo of 
social media reports calling for a demonstration and encouraging jihadists to break into 
the Embassy. 

• The crowd almost certainly was a mix of individuals from across many sectors of Libyan 
society. The investigation is ongoing as to who is responsible for the violence, although 
the crou d almost certainly was a mix of individuals. That b e ing said, We do know that 
Islamic extremists participated in the violent demonstrations. 

• Initial press reporting linked the attack to Ansar al-Sharia. The group has since released a 
statement that its leadership did not order the attacks, but did not deny that some of its 
members were involved. Ansar al-Sharia's Facebook page aims to spread Sharia in 
Libya and emphasizes the need for jihad to counter what it views as false interpretations 
of Islam, according to an open source study. 
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• The wide availability of weapons and experienced fighters in Libya almost certainly 
contribute to the lethality of the attacks. 

• The Agency has produced numerous pieces on the threat of extremists linked to al-Qa'ida 
in Benghazi and eastern Libya. These noted that, since April, there have been at least 
five other attacks against foreign interests in Benghazi by unidentified assailants, 
including the June attack against the British Ambassador's convoy. We cannot rule out 
the individuals has previously surveilled the U.S. facilities, also contributing to the 
efficacy of the attacks. 

• The U.S. Government is working w/ Libyan authorities and intelligence partners in an 
effort to help bring to justice those responsible for the deaths of U.S. citizens. 



8:59 p.m. 

• The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were 
spontaneously inspired by the protests at the U.S. Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a 
direct assault against the U.S. Consulate and subsequently its annex. This assessment 
may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and currently available 
information continues to be evaluated. On 1 September the Agency we notified 
Embassy Cairo of social media reports calling for a demonstration and encouraging 
jihadists to break into the Embassy. 

• The investigation is ongoing as to who is responsible for the violence, although the crowd 
almost certainly was a mix of individuals. Thai being said, there are indications we do 
know that Islamic extremists participated in the violent demonstrations. 

* — Initial pr e ss r e porting linked the attack to Ansar al Sharia. The group has since releas e d a 
statement that its leadership did not order the attacks, but did not deny that some of its 
memb e rs wer e involv e d. Ansar al - Sharia's Facebook page aims to spread Sharia in 
Libya and emphasizes the need for jihad to counter what it views as false interpretations 
of Islam, according to an open source study. 

• The wide availability of weapons and experienced fighters in Libya almost certainly 
contribute to the lethality of the attacks. 

• The Agency has produced numerous pieces on the threat of extremists linked to al-Qa'ida 
in Benghazi and eastern Libya. These noted that, Since April, there have been at least 
five other attacks against foreign interests in Benghazi by unidentified assailants, 
including the June attack against the British Ambassador's convoy. We cannot rule out 
the individuals has previously surveilled the U.S. facilities, also contributing to the 
efficacy of the attacks. 
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The U.S. Government is working w/ Libyan authorities and intelligence partners in an 
effort to help bring to justice those responsible for the deaths of U.S. citizens. 



Saturday. September 15'" 9:45 a.m. 

• The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were 
spontaneously inspired by the protests at the U.S. Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a 
direct assault against the U.S. Consulate and subsequently its annex. This assessment 
may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and currently available 
information continues to be evaluated. On 10 September th e Ag e ncy notified Embassy 
Cairo of social m e dia reports calling for a demonstration and encouraging jihadists to 
break into th e Embassy. 

• The investigation is ongoing as to who is responsible for the violence, although the crowd 
almost c e rtainly was a mix of individuals. That b e ing said, there are indications that 
Islamic extremists participated in the violent demonstrations. 

• — The wide availability of weapons and experienced fighters in Libya almost certainly 
contribute to the l e thality of th e attacks. 

• — The Ag e ncy has produced num e rous piec es on th e thr e at of extremi st s linked to al Qa'ida 
m-Benghaz-i-and-east ern Libya. Since Ap riL-there have-been- at least -five-ot her attacks 
against foreign interests in Benghazi by unidentified assailants, including th e June attack 
against the British Ambassador's convoy. We cannot rul e out the individuals has 
previously surveilled the U.S. facilities, also contributing to the e fficacy of th e attacks. 

• The U.S. Government is working w/ Libyan authorities and intelligence partners in an 
effort to help bring to justice those responsible for the deaths of U.S. citizens. 



11:08 a.m. 

* The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were 
spontaneously inspired by the protests at the U.S. Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a 
direct assault against the U.S. Consulate and subsequently its annex. There are 
indications that extremists participated in the violent demonstrations. 

• This assessment may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and 
currently available information continues to be evaluated. 
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The investigation is ongoing, and the U.S. Government is working w/ Libyan authorities 
to help bring to justice those responsible for the deaths of U.S. citizens. 



11:26 a.m. 

• The currently available information suggests that the demonstrations in Benghazi were 
spontaneously inspired by the protests at the U.S. Embassy in Cairo and evolved into a 
direct assault against the U.S. diplomatic post Consulate and subsequently its annex. 
There are indications that extremists participated in the violent demonstrations. 

• This assessment may change as additional information is collected and analyzed and 
currently available information continues to be evaluated. 

• The investigation is ongoing, and the U.S. Government is working w/ Libyan authorities 
to help bring to justice those responsible for the deaths of U.S. citizens. 
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